
PLENARY SESSION 3
UHC AND THE CHANGING GLOBAL LANDSCAPE



| BACKGROUND

The world needs to put the progress towards UHC on track to be able to achieve it by 2030. To this end, the global
community must rise to the coming challenges that can affect UHC (including service needs, availability and use issues,
quality of services, and financial protection). It is essential that we forecast important changes in global landscape over the
next decade, and that we identify opportunities with the potential to accelerate progress towards UHC. Challenges and
opportunities are context-dependent. For example, economy(industry), society(technology), politics and environment are all
key aspects that can affect this progress. 

| OBJECTIVES

The plenary considers the global landscape affecting the achievement of UHC from a range of perspectives, which
include: environmental, economic and industrial, social and technological, and political, and educational. It will set
the stage for deep-dive discussion in the following parallel sessions on key challenges and potential key drivers. To
identify them, it also explores the linkage of the landscape to UHC 
The plenary mainly focuses on identifying ‘what’ are the challenges and opportunities, and the parallel sessions
discusses ‘how’ to address challenges and seize opportunities. 
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Parry Aftab is considered one of the founders of cyberlaw. Dr. Aftab is a digital policy advisor to both networks and nations
on the human aspects of digital innovation. She is considered an “digital innovation realist.” Throughout her long career,
Parry Aftab has walked a careful line between helping innovation thrive while addressing challenges and risks, design biases
and diverse societal needs of humanity.

Most of her time is now donated to helping protect and empower digital consumers. In 1995 she formed the world’s oldest
cybersafety and help group, operating as The Cybersafety Group. Through her charitable programs, she trains children 7-16
as digital policy experts, where they provide their unique perspectives to industry, government and NGOs. her cybersafety
and digital life skills programs have reached millions of young people throughout the world.
Parry Aftab’s India foundation, Cybersafety India, was the first in India dedicated to cybersafety for children and vulnerable
populations, ethical digital design and digital inclusion.
Dr. Aftab was appointed by UNESCO to oversee its efforts to prevent and address digital and digitally-facilitated crimes
against children for the US. Parry Aftab is also the Youth Digital Privacy and Cybersafety Advisor for the IEEE. Her
Cyberwellness professional development and certification programs are offered to healthcare providers and medical
professionals. It is designed to address digital risks to patients impacting their health as well as cyberstalking and
reputational attacks against providers and medical professionals.


