PLENARY SESSION 4
FROM POLITICAL DECLARATION TO REAL ACTIONS

| BACKGROUND
Universal health Coverage (UHC) lies at the heart of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). Actions by multi sectors are
essential to achieve this goal while the functioning primary healthcare at frontline, access to medicines and essential
medical products and adequate health workforce are also pre-requisites.
By Sep 2019, UNGA resolution shall have endorsed the UN High Level Meeting Political Declaration on UHC. The last Plenary
Session of the PMAC2020 is an opportune time to address “How to translate these political commitments into real actions
towards progressive realization of UHC”. The session will crystalize all discussions at PMAC2020 and discuss practicality of
translating the political inspirations into real actions. The panelists would also share their views on real actions required to
achieve UHC. The take-away from this session is for everyone to act.

| OBJECTIVES
Translating political inspiration enshrined in the UNGA Political Declaration on UHC in 2019 into real actions from the
perspective of diﬀerent actors.
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As a Former Senior Assistant Minister for Global Health, MHLW, Dr. Ikeda has dealt with the preparation for hosting UHC
Forum in 2017 at Tokyo and G20 Joint Session of Finance and Health Ministers in 2019 at Osaka. She has been engaged in
public health for 30 years at both national and local and international level. Dr. IKEDA was Executive Director of the National
Hospital Organization composed of 142 hospitals in 2015 and was previously Vice-Governor of Niigata prefecture. She also
led the technology transfer program at Western Paciﬁc Regional Oﬃce of the World Health Organization(WPRO) in 1999 and
activities in Southeast Asia and the Paciﬁc Region at the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) from 2000 to
2003. She graduated Tsukuba University
with a degree of medicine and holds master degrees in public health and science from Harvard School of Public Health.

