
PLENARY SESSION 2
MAKING HEALTH FINANCING FOR UHC SAFE



| BACKGROUND

The world has advanced towards UHC, but not fast enough.  More than half the world’s population still does not have access
to a basic package of health services, and more than 100 million individuals annually are impoverished due to high out-of-
pocket (OOP) spending.   Political commitment is the first step to mobilize more funding.  Health can be a winning argument
to raise more revenues in a pro-health and pro-poor manner.  But countries also need to achieve more health for the money,
i.e. to use the funds efficiently and equitably.   It is essential to encourage and learn from new approaches, such as those
involving digital, technological, financial and social innovations to raise and use funds for UHC.  Progress requires
consolidating and expanding existing strategies that reflect principles of good practice, while managing the political as well
as technical challenges to implementation.  The SAFE (Sustainable, Adequate, Fair, Efficient) approach to health financing
offers useful guidance for the way forward.

| OBJECTIVES

The plenary session will introduce the subtheme and set the stage for the following parallel sessions by (a) conveying key
technical messages on health financing; (b) framing a debate among high-level panelists representing different stakeholders
and thematic viewpoints, and (c) eliciting reactions and responses from the audience.  



Panelist / Panelist

Lydia DsaneSelby
Chief Executive

National Health Insurance Authority
Ghana

A Medical Doctor by profession with a specialty in ENT, Dr. Lydia Dsane-Selby is a product of the University of Ghana Medical
School. She is currently the Chief Executive of the NHIA. She has 12 years’ experience with the organisation including 4
years each as the Director Clinical Audit and Director Claims Management and 2 years as the Deputy Chief Executive,
Operations. She has played an integral part in several key innovations: the development of the DRG payment mechanism,
the development of the accreditation tools and process, the introduction of clinical audits with the development of tools and
a manual, the introduction of e-claims with business rules for cost containment and the use of mobile technology to renew
membership & authentication of members at provider sites.
She is currently the co-convener of the Joint Learning Network – a network of 34 countries who are striving to achieve UHC
through peer learning and knowledge co-creation. She is the co-author of 2 publications and several articles around health
financing & UHC.


